
The term “spelling bee” is an American term that 
was fi rst used in the mid to late 1800s.

According to Scripps, the most popular theory 
on how the use of the word “bee” came about 
originates in Middle English. In Middle English, spoken between the years 
of about 1000 and 1500, the word bene means “a prayer” or “a favor.” 
A modern British form of this word, been, refers to voluntary help offered 
by neighbors to accomplish a task.

It is assumed, though not known for sure, that “bee” is a shortened version 
of been. The British defi nition makes sense given that the fi rst uses of 
the word “bee” had nothing to do with spelling. Instead, they referred to 
spinning bees, husking bees, apple bees and logging bees, which were 
common in the late 1700s and early 1800s.

ACTIVITIES:

1) Read through The Oklahoman and write down words that you do not 
    understand. Look up their defi nitions and then use each word in a sentence.
Word Defi nition Sentence
________ ______________________ ________________________________
________ ______________________ ________________________________
________ ______________________ ________________________________
________ ______________________ ________________________________
2) Look for stories in The Oklahoman about past and upcoming events. 
    Which ones, if any, could be classifi ed as a “bee”?
Event     Bee?
__________________________________ _______________________________
__________________________________ _______________________________
__________________________________ _______________________________
3) Using The Oklahoman archives, what are the earliest examples of “bees” that 
    you can fi nd in Oklahoma?
Event     Date
__________________________________ _______________________________
__________________________________ _______________________________
__________________________________ _______________________________

Educators: October 17th is the last day to register your school 
to participate in the Scripps Spelling Bee without paying 

a late fee. Visit nie.newsok.com today for more information!
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A buzzword is a word or phrase that is technical or trendy in a particular fi eld. 
Here are buzzwords related to spelling. In the Scripps Spelling Bee, students 
can ask for this type of information from the bee pronouncer.

Defi nition: A description or explanation about the meaning of a word. 
Some words have more than one defi nition.

Context: The parts of a sentence or passage that surround a word and 
can help a reader or listener understand what it means.

Pronunciation: The way the sounds of a word are produced when spoken. 
Dictionaries use symbols to illustrate the way or ways each word should be 
enunciated. Some of the symbols look like ä and 

_
e.

Parts of Speech: The classes of words that are distinguished according to 
their function in a sentence. There are eight main parts of speech: nouns, 
pronouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, prepositions, conjunctions and 
interjections.

Etymology: The history of a word based upon where the word was fi rst 
known to be used, or based upon where the parts of the word were fi rst 
used. For example, the word “etymology” is derived from the Greek word 
etumologia, which was formed by the words etumon, meaning “true sense,” 
and logia, meaning “study of.”

ACTIVITY: Solve this cryptogram by unscrambling these words associated with 
language and then using the number-letter key to reveal the secret word.

1) O C R I D I T A Y N   2) A D E R

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _
                                  1  2                3        2

3) G I I T S I L N S C U   4) O H N O P H E M O

    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
              1  4                    5

The secret word (clue: a decimal point = a dot in place):

_ _ _ _ _ _ _
 2    1   2   4   3   2   5

Educators: October 17th is the last day to register your school to participate in 
the Scripps Spelling Bee without paying a late fee. Visit nie.newsok.com today 
for more information!

Answers: 1) Dictionary; 2) Read; 3) Linguistics; 4) Homophone; Secret Word: Anagram
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Ever since the fi rst National Spelling Bee was held in 1925, students from 26 
states have won the championship, including two from Oklahoma.

Spellers are not only from the United States, though. Students also come 
from the following U.S. territories: American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands; as well as the following countries: the Bahamas, 
Canada, China, Ghana, Jamaica, New Zealand and South Korea.

Here in the Sooner State,
the 2011 Central Oklahoma 
bee champion  was from 
Piedmont, Oklahoma. 
The spelling bee was held 
at the University of 
Oklahoma in Norman.

ACTIVITIES:
Using the map of cities related to last year’s Central Oklahoma Scripps 
Spelling Bee and The Oklahoman archives, answer the following questions.

1) What is the total distance between the three cities?

2) Assuming the roads followed a straight line, how long would it take to     
    drive through the cities at a rate of 60 miles per hour?

3) What is at least one historical landmark or event in each of the cities?

4) Who is the current mayor of each of the cities?

Visit http://www.spellingbee.com/champions-and-their-winning-words to 
fi nd the list of all National Spelling Bee winners and their hometowns. Create 
a bar graph and a histogram for the winners by state, and then answer the 
following questions.

1) Which state has sent the most winners to the national bee? 
__________________

2) Which state has the biggest spread of years between winners? 
_________________

3) In what years were there two winners? __________________

4) What is the average number of winners per state? __________________

Educators: It’s not too late to register your school to participate in the 
Scripps Spelling Bee. Visit nie.newsok.com today for more information!

Piedmont

Norman
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According to Scripps, one of the national bee spellers’ favorite words is 
humuhumunukunukuapuaa, which is the name of a small Hawaiian triggerfi sh.

Below are some of the Scripps National Spelling Bee winning words that 
determined champions. There is one from each decade. Learn their 
spellings as well as their pronunciations and defi nitions, adapted from 
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary.
Gladiolus, \

'
gla-d

_
e-'–o-l   s\, (1925): A type of African plant with sword-shaped 

leaves and colorful fl owers.
Knack, \'nak\, (1932): A clever trick or way of doing something.
Initials, \i-'ni-sh(   -)ls\ , (1941): The fi rst letters of each word in a full name.
Vignette, \vin-'yet, v

_
en-\, (1952): A small design, such as a vine of grapes, 

at the beginning or end of a title page or chapter in a book.
Abalone, \a-b   -'l–o-n

_
e, 'a-b   -\, (1968): A type of edible sea snail that clings 

to rocks.
Incisor, \in-'s

_
ı-z   r\, (1975): A front tooth that is adapted for cutting.

Sarcophagus, \sär-'kä-f   -g   s\, (1981): Limestone that is turned into coffi ns.
Lyceum, \l

_
ı-'s

_
e-   m, 'l

_
ı-s

_
e-\, (1992): A public lecture hall.

Demarche, \d
_
a-'märsh, di-', 'd

_
a-\, (2000): A course of action or diplomatic maneuver.

ACTIVITY:
Now fi nd the 
winning words 
in the word 
search to the right. 

Educators: It’s not too late to register your school to participate in the Scripps 
Spelling Bee. Visit nie.newsok.com today for more information!
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