
Knowledge continues ancient traditional teachings resulting from 
centuries of observation and interpretation of life.  Traditional 
Native knowledge is expressed in cultural arts, language, oral 
history, songs, prayers, and cosmology.  Native people have 
always shared cultural knowledge with one another, such as 
the Choctaw and Chickasaw sharing basketry and beadwork 
designs.  Native people often shared designs on clothing and 
other cultural items as a sign of friendship and piece.  Dances that 
have emerged as intertribal social celebrations, such as powwows, 
have also been a result of sharing cultural knowledge and traditions.  
The dance outfits worn at such celebrations are masterfully 
constructed with beadwork, appliqué, ribbonwork, porcupine quills 
and hair, and beautifully fringed dresses.  It is common to see a 
member of one tribe wearing a design or cherishing an item from another tribe.  However, the 
sharing of cultural designs, materials, traditions, and also knowledge is considered sacred  
and results only as a very special gift from a member of another tribe.  

Through formalized preservation programs, tribes are resurrecting knowledge on the verge 
of extinction, such as traditional arts while simultaneously evolving contemporary art.  
Traditional dance regalia today, for instance, may now inform contemporary Native fashion 
design worn outside of cultural gatherings.  Hide and teepee painting may now appear on 
a canvas in a frame as contemporary artwork.  With new knowledge comes new tradition.  
Simultaneously, new knowledge is empowering the reclamation of ancient traditions.  The 
Native spirit of resilience, perseverance, 
adaptation, and survival, infused with 
an enduring and endearing sense of 
humor, is among the many ways Native 
people continue to express cultural 
knowledge.

Activity: Word Search
Find these words in the puzzle on the left.

Beadwork
Ribbonwork
Quillwork
Appliqué 
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