Cherokee Heritage

Lesson 3: Learning another Language

George Guess (or Gist), better Cherokee people a means of written

known as Sequoyah, was communication in the tsalagi, or
born in about 1770 in the Cherokee, language.
lower Appalachian region of Within a “ :
’ year after its introduction,
Sequoyah’s Cherokee Syllabary Tennessee. In 1821, Sequoyah 90% of the Cherokee people could

revealed a written version of
the Cherokee language, called a
D. i syllabary. He was curious about
$ Oka ; the “talking leaves,” what he
o - . called the books of the Europeans.

This inspired him to develop a
Wi syllabary that would provide the
4" ma

Onalitna
L qua

U sa s
LaaWea
Ghdia Leta

read and write in Sequoyah’s
syllabary because it was so logical
to the native Cherokee speaker. The
syllabary enabled the Cherokees to
communicate in a widespread and
permanent fashion.

Directions: Using the syllabary chart, draw the syllabary characters for
the words and phrases listed below.

Cherokee Spoken Phonetic English Translation
o siyo oh’see yo Hello
to hi tsu toe’ hee joo How are you?
Vowel Sounds Consonant Sounds gadousdidetsadoa  gah’doe 00’ sdee deh’ jah-doe ah What is your name?
CH0 G m oo R P gagosdalii gah’ go shdah lee’ Who is your friend?
f:fl::;i“:m‘:::?:; ‘ ““.:‘;."‘m":f"‘fl"l"f'i iﬂﬁ'-sl'r;;% e a tsala gi s hiwo ni s gi Jah lah geehs’ hee woe neesk’ Do you speak Cherokee?
Hlu:‘r;r:;‘:;ti:;‘::m: (ga) / halaatliili ha’ lah ah tlee’ ee lee What time is it?
Rcim gt o o oo = wa do wafy doe Thark you

: I v and syllables writicn with i E— donadagohvi doe nah dah go huh ee Let’s see each other again
Vs u bn but, masalized. except T {tla) sometinees vary to dL : g E 9

Look for lesson 4 on Monday, December 5.
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